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REVIEWS 


America’s young men; the official 


who’s who among the young men of 

the nation, 1936-37; ed. by Durward 

Howes; publication director, Merle 

Armitage. 23 cm. Los Angeles, 

American publications, inc., c1936. 

xcv, 627p. $10, to libraries $8. Plus 

postage. 

The second volume in this series con- 
tains about 1,800 more names than the 
first, 1934, edition, reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, July 1935, p.35. 
According to the editor, the 6,000 young 
men in this issue were chosen from among 
more than 19,000 recommended by 
“alumni officers, business and profes- 
sional leaders, and educators.” It is 


Ginn 


again specifically stated in the foreword 
that inclusion in the volume cannot be 
purchased. 

The age limit has been increased to 
forty-five years, making 1891 instead 
of 1894 the earliest year of birth. 

Some names listed in the first edition 
and still eligible for inclusion are miss- 
ing from the present edition. Promi- 
nent young men whose names do not ap- 
pear in either volume include George 
Gershwin, Sidney Howard, Gilbert 
Seldes, and Vincent Sheean. Failure to 
reply to questionnaires doubtless accounts 
for some omissions, since only person- 
ally authenticated information is ac- 
cepted. 
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The statistical summary in the sec- 
tion preceding the sketches gives com- 
parative data for the two volumes on 
dates of birth, birthplace and present 
home, marriage and children, war rec- 
ord, church and political affiliations, and 
education. The occupational statistics 
in volume II, as compared with those in 
volume I, show the addition of many 
new groups, such as Accountants, Biol- 
ogists, etc. 

An occupational index, following the 
geographical index, is an interesting new 
feature, though its value is impaired by 
inconsistencies due to the difficulties of 
classification. For instance, some col- 
lege professors are listed under headings 
representing their special fields, as engi- 
neers, zoologists, etc., others simply as 
professors. Although a few names are 
correctly included under more than one 
profession, as Paul Horgan under writ- 
ers as well as under librarians, this prac- 
tice has not been consistently followed. 


Jesse Hilton Stuart, for example, appears 
under school principals but not under 


poets. Names under the heading Mis- 
cellaneous might better have been in- 
cluded under specific occupations. 

Format is similar to that of the 1934 
edition. ‘Though the type is smaller, 
permitting the inclusion of an increased 
number of sketches on fifty fewer pages, 
it is satisfactory, and its more pleasing 
arrangement, together with slightly wid- 
ened margins, improves the appearance 
of the page. 

Like the first edition of the series, this 
volume is chiefly useful for names not 
to be found in Who’s who in America. 
It is recommended for libraries which 
can afford it. 


Childhood; the beginning years and be- 
yond; edited by the Association for 
childhood education. Boston, Hough- 
ton Mifflin co., 1937. 5v. $19.50; 
discounts to schools, libraries, parent- 
teacher associations and similar organ- 
izations. All volumes except the first 
may be bought separately in quantities 
of five copies or multiples thereof. 
These volumes were written under 

the supervision of the Parent education 

committee of the Association for child- 
hood education to serve as a guide to 
parents in developing integrated person- 
alities in their children. "They provide 
simple, authoritative information and 
practical suggestions concerning the vari- 
ous aspects of a child’s life in the first 
eight years. The prestige of the Associa- 
tion and the experience of the authors 
make this an important contribution to 
parent education. Josephine C. Foster, 
professor of child welfare in the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, served as chairman of 
the committee in charge of editing the set, 
and her introductions link the various 
volumes together. The other members 
of the committee, Harold A. Anderson, 

Orlin D. Frank, Frank N. Freeman, 

Sidonie M. Gruenberg, Ellen C. Lom- 

bard, Garry C. Myers, Heluiz Wash- 

burne and Edna Dean Baker, are special- 

ists in the field of child guidance. 
Volume I, Health, physical, mental 

and emotional, was written by Richard 

M. Smith, assistant professor of pediatrics 

in the Harvard medical school and 

Douglas A. Thom, professor of psy- 

chiatry in the Tuft’s medical school. 

The book is simpler than Everyday 

problems of the everyday child by Dr. 

Thom (Appleton-Century, 1927) or 
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From infancy to childhood; the child 
from two to six years, by Dr. Smith 
(Little, 1925) but it is equally practical. 
Underlying the discussion of care and 
feeding of infants and children, sleep, 
elimination, thumb-sucking, obedience, 
development of character and mind, and 
relationships of children and adults, are 
modern ideas of mental hygiene and child 
psychology. Many illustrative examples 
and definite directions for child guidance 
are included. 

Volume II, Play; the child’s response 
to life, is the work of Rose H. Alschuler, 
author of Two to six (Morrow, 1933) 
and Christine Heinig. Among the topics 
discussed are toys, excursions, indoor and 
outdoor play, birthdays and birthday 
parties, diversions for the sick child, pets, 
nutrition and posture as related to play 
programs, the child’s own room. Play 
is recognized as a necessary factor in the 
child’s development and activities are 
grouped according to the age and de- 
velopment of the children who will 
profit by them. Parents’ rights as well 
as those of the children are discussed. 
Simple pleasures which the whole family 
can enjoy together are attractively de- 
scribed. There are useful working 
drawings of indoor and outdoor equip- 
ment. 

Volume III, Nature, the child goes 
forth, by Bertha Stevens, teacher and 
author of Child and universe (Day, 
1931) will be stimulating to teachers and 
to parents. It is simpler and contains 
more practical suggestions than Child 
and universe. Descriptive chapters 
explain the wonders of structure and 
growth, and relate children’s experiences 
with stones and stars, and with the beauty 


of color and design. Another chapter de- 
scribes children’s experiences with nature 
poetry and creative nature plays. Definite 
and practical directions for nature treas- 
ure books and other collections are given, 
and scientific playthings and pastimes are 
clearly described. Beautiful and unusual 
photographs of raindrops, snowflakes, 
flowers and other natural phenomena add 
to the interest and value of the volume. 

Volume IV, Stories & verse, is com- 
piled by Mary Lincoln Morse in col- 
laboration with Dorothy Baruch, Jean 
Betzner, Frances Kern and Eloise Ram- 
sey, all experts in the field of children’s 
reading interests. The book contains 
Tales that are new, Tales that are old, 
and Verse both old and new. Folk tales 
are chosen from the best translations of 
Andersen, Dasent and Grimm, from 
Joseph Jacobs, Marie Shedlock, Valery 
Carrick and Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen. 
Several short books, Peter Rabbit, Little 
Black Sambo and Wait for William, are 
given in full. The episode of Elizabeth 
Eliza’s piano from Peterkin papers is un- 
changed. The preface and the first chap- 
ter of Dutch twins is complete and chap- 
ter three from Heidi omits only a few 
sentences. The verse ranges from Mother 
Goose, Lear, Stevenson, to Robert Frost, 
Rose Fyleman, Elizabeth Coatsworth 
and other contemporary poets. The com- 
piler adds a helpful “afterword” on 
stories and storytelling, verse and its use, 
and children’s response to stories and 
storytelling, with a priced bibliography 
on these subjects, table of contents, con- 
tents by subject and an alphabetical title 
index. 

Volume V, Songs from many lands, 
compiled by Thomas Whitney Surette 
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with musical arrangements by Kathleen 
Uhler, contains 75 songs for everyday 
singing in the home. No lullabies or 
songs about pets are included. The selec- 
tion of folk songs is good and the intro- 
duction shows how any mother can sing 
with her child. The table of contents 
which lists the songs alphabetically by 
title serves as an index to the volume. 
The attractive bindings in different 
colors of washable Dupont PX cloth 
avoid the monotony of most sets. Volumes 
I-IV measure 93% .inches by 634 inches, 
volume V, Songs from many lands, 
914 inches by 12 inches. The paper is 
white and unglazed, the type clear and 
the margins wide enough for rebinding. 
The first three volumes are illustrated 
with line drawings and working draw- 
ings and with excellent photographs re- 
produced in gravure. Volumes IV and 


V have attractive although not distin- 
guished pictures in color. 


There has been careful editing for 
uniformity. The text of the set as a 
whole is clear, concise, interesting and 
not sentimental. There is no general in- 
dex to the set, but none seems essential 
to a work of this nature. Indexes are 
provided for the individual volumes. 

Parents will find the set very helpful 
and practical. The simply written 
authoritative text in the first three vol- 
umes will appeal to a great variety of 
readers, while the fourth and fifth vol- 
umes will serve as a treasure chest of 
stories and songs in the home. The sug- 
gestions to teachers for the study of nature 
and science make Volume III (Nature) 
useful for school libraries. 

The set is unusual in its uniform ex- 
cellence and is recommended for pur- 


chase by parents, public and normal 
school libraries. 


Gould’s history of Freemasonry 
throughout the world; rev. by Dudley 
Wright .. . Melvin M. Johnson, and 
J. Edward Allen. 6v. 27% cm. N.Y., 
Scribner, c1936. illus. ports. blue 
cloth $29; Scribner artcraft $39; de 
luxe edition $49; 12% discount to li- 
braries. 


This set is based on the authoritative 
work by Robert Freke Gould entitled 
The history of Freemasonry; its antiqui- 
ties, symbols, constitutions, customs, etc., 
derived from official sources throughout 
the world, which was originally pub- 
lished in London and Edinburgh in 1882- 
87 in three volumes, and reprinted in 
Philadelphia in 1885-89 in four vol- 
umes. An English edition of the work 
under review was published in 1931 in 
five volumes. The editor, Dudley 
Wright, is an English authority on Free- 
masonry and the author of numerous 
books on the subject. The main differ- 
ence between the English edition and the 
American one under consideration seems 
to lie in the much larger amount of ma- 
terial on Freemasonry in the United 
States to be found in the latter. The 
English edition contains only a chapter 
of 56 pages on the United States, while 
the American publication devotes two 
entire volumes to the subject. 

The new work, published in the United 
States in six volumes, has in addition to 
the English editor two American editors, 
Melvin M. Johnson and J. Edward 
Allen, who were responsible for the two 
volumes on Freemasonry in the United 
States. Both are high ranking Masons 
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and the former is Dean of Boston uni- 
versity law school and the author of 
Beginnings of Freemasonry in America. 
Most of the chapters on Freemasonry 
in the United States and Canada have 
been written by Masons of high rank in 
their respective states or provinces. In 
the back of volume six are biographical 
sketches of these contributors and of the 
American editors. 

The set not only contains historical 
material concerning Freemasonry in the 
various countries of the world, but it also 
has considerable information on impor- 
tant rites, degrees, and other Masonic 
matters, 

Except for the title, and a brief state- 
ment in the first paragraph of the fore- 
word, there is little reference to the 
original work by Gould, and there is no 
indication as to how much of the old 
work has been retained in the new set. 
The editors claim that “vast stores of 
information have been uncovered since 
his time” and have made it possible to 
“correct some errors made by Gould.” 
An examination shows that the first two 
volumes of the revised work are taken 
very largely from the older publication. 

Comparing the chapters on the Stone- 
masons (Steinmetzen) of Germany 
which appear in the first volumes of the 
two sets, we find that no material has 
been added in the revised edition. Ex- 
cept for the fact that a few words or 
phrases have been changed, practically 
all of the material on this subject in the 
revised work by Dudley Wright can be 
found in the original work. ‘There is 
much in the old edition which is not in- 
cluded in the new. The chapter on the 
Stonemasons of Germany in the original 


oo 


edition covers more than 68 pages, while 
this same chapter in the revision covers 
only a little more than 20 pages. 

Although some of this material can 
safely be left out, such as the probable 
Stonemason’s ceremony, other subjects 
are omitted which have an important 
bearing on the history of the Stonemasons 
in Germany. Moreover, the material has 
not been worked over. That which has 
been retained in the new edition is worded 
exactly like that in the old edition. The 
fact that some material has been entirely 
cut out, without any summary or brief 
explanation to take its place, makes the 
material which is retained uneven, and, in 
some cases, leaves it without a needed 
continuity. 

There is, however, a little new material 
in these first two volumes. This is true 
of subjects which have an early history, 
but which are continued to the present 
time. The history of the United Grand 
Lodge of England stops with the year 
1885 in the old set, and is brought down 
to 1930 in the new edition. 

Although volume three of the new set 
is based on the original Gould edition, it 
contains considerable new material. It 
includes new chapters on Freemasonry in 
Bohemia and Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania 
and Jugo-Slavia. It has much additional 
material on Turkey, Greece, Austria and 
Hungary. It has a little new informa- 
tion on Masonic activities in Germany 
since 1931, and in the chapter on France, 
has a page about the English lodge no.42 
Bordeaux, which is not found in the old 
set. Concerning the other European 
countries, volume three of the revised 
edition has a better arrangement and 
some added information. 
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The last three volumes of the revised 
edition contain much new material. In 
volume four the section on Canada is en- 
tirely new. The chapters on Freemasonry 
in Mexico, Central America, South 
America, Asia, Africa, and Australasia 
have some additional information and 
more up-to-date material. 

The information concerning the United 
States, which is contained in volumes 
five and six, is entirely rewritten. There 
is a chapter on Freemasonry in each state 
in the union as well as the Philippine 
islands and Alaska, and, as we noted 
above, most of these chapters are written 
by resident Masons of high rank. 

The foreword in volume five, signed 
by Melvin Johnson, says that the con- 
tributors were selected by him and by 
J. Edward Allen, and were unhampered 
except as to space, and are responsible for 
their conclusions. It is to be regretted 
that these chapters were not more com- 
pletely edited. They vary greatly in 
quality and importance, and while some 
are well written and of general interest, 
others are full of dull and minor details, 
or composed largely of conventional bio- 
graphical sketches of local Masons. 

The bibliographical references which 
were fully and exactly cited in footnotes 
in the original edition are here printed 
in italics as a part of the text, and not 
always as fully cited. A complete list 
of these references would add to the 
scholarship of the work. Most of these 
references pertain to the early history of 
Freemasonry and are taken from the 
older set. 

The volumes are well made and at- 
tractive. The print is clear and the paper 
good. There are many interesting illus- 


trations. Each volume has a pictorial 
appendix, printed in gravure, of promi- 
nent Masons of the United States, such 
as the presidents, signers of Declaration 
of Independence, statesmen and generals 
who were members of the order. The 
pictures in these appendixes are not con- 
nected with the text of the volumes. 

The index in the back of the last 
volume covers the whole set. Biblio- 
graphical references are included in the 
index and printed in italics. Illustra- 
tions are not brought out in the index. 
Although the index is quite extensive (57 
pages), it cannot be considered a complete 
and satisfactory guide to the contents of 
the six volumes. Personal names seem to 
be brought out more satisfactorily than 
subjects. 

Libraries which have the original edi- 
tion may continue to use it for a much 
fuller treatment of the early history of 
Freemasonry, but they will find the re- 
vised work useful for the new material 
in the last three volumes. Unless there is 
special need for full accounts of Masonic 
activities in the several states, libraries 
owning the English edition of 1931 will 
scarcely require this new edition. 

It is recommended for purchase to 
those larger libraries which may need 
such material. 


The Handbook of American gene- 


alogy; ed. by Frederick Adams 

Virkus. 440 South Dearborn St., 

Chicago, Institute of American gene- 

alogy. v.III, 1937. 380p. $6. 

Earlier editions of this work (volume 
I, 1932, volume II, 1934) were described 
in Subscription Books Bulletin, July 
1934, p.37-38. The three volumes which 
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have been published supplement one an- 
other and the whole work forms a very 
useful working tool for any genealogical 
collection. 

Like the other volumes, volume III 
includes a list of genealogies in the course 
of compilation; a who’s who in gene- 
alogy; a genealogical register for the 
United States and for foreign countries 
arranged by place to show where re- 
searchers are located, and genealogical 
collections may be found; and a register 
of heraldic artists. \ 

While it brings the material in -the 
earlier volumes down to date, it does not 
entirely supersede them since each vol- 
ume contains information not carried for- 
ward in the later edition. Of the first 
hundred names of genealogists in the 
latest volume, twenty-five are new. In 
the same section of the alphabet thirty- 
five names which appear in volume II 
are not reprinted. For many of the per- 


sons listed in the Who’s who in genealogy 
section in volume III, the entry includes 
only name and address and an asterisk 
referring to volume II for further in- 
formation. A section not reprinted in the 
third volume is the List of American 
hereditary patriotic societies, found, in 


volume II. It would add to the help- 
fulness of the work if a list of the special 
features contained in the earlier volumes 
and not repeated were included in a con- 
venient place in the latest volume and 
noted in the table of contents. 

The margins in volume III seem some- 
what narrow, and a few typographical 
errors were noted. 

The publishers plan to issue succeeding 
volumes, completely revised, biennially. 

Recommended. 


Ghee 


The International library of music. 
Vocal series for high and medium 
voices. 4v. N. Y., The University so- 
ciety [cl1935] 1239p. Stamped red 
fabrikoid $24; to libraries $16 f.0.b. 
New York. 

Vocal series for low and medium 
voices. 4v. N. Y., The University so- 
ciety [cl1935] 1236p. Stamped red 
fabrikoid $24; to libraries $16 f.o.b. 
New York. 

These two sets may be regarded really 
as different editions of the same work. 
According to their identical prefaces, 
“the thought of the publisher has been to 
make the most practical, comprehensive 
and universally popular reference library 
for singers, music-lovers and teachers, 
that expert knowledge renders possible.” 
Nearly fifty well-known “musical theo- 
rists, composers, professional musicians, 
and teachers” are listed as belonging to 
the editorial staff. 

Each set does in fact constitute an 
excellent collection of over three hun- 
dred songs with piano accompaniment, 
including arias from operas and ora- 
torios, art songs, lieder, ballads, folk 
songs and miscellaneous popular favor- 
ites. The two works duplicate each 
other for the most part except for neces- 
sary changes in key and for songs which 
are distinctly high or low and, therefore, 
are limited to the high or low series ac- 
cordingly. 

Both ancient and modern composers 
appear. Handel, Beethoven, Schubert, 
Schumann, Franz, Grieg, Brahms, De- 
bussy, Massenet, Tschaikowsky, Cham- 
inade and Richard Strauss are among 
others who are represented by from three 
to a dozen pieces. Old popular favorites 
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are typified by such titles as “Long, long 
ago,” “The mighty deep,” “Rocked in 
the cradle of the deep,” “The low back’d 
car,” “I fear no foe,” “I'll sing thee songs 
of Araby,” and “Love’s old, sweet song.” 
The volumes thus have a broad appeal. 

When the original text of a song has 
been in a foreign language, both it and 
an English translation are given. 

An attractive minor feature is the in- 
clusion of portraits and very brief bio- 
graphical sketches of eminent composers. 

The arrangement of songs is alpha- 
betically by composer, and under com- 
poser, alphabetically by title. Because 
of this arrangement it would be useful 
to have the names of the first and of 
the last composer included in a volume 
printed on its back, encyclopedia fashion. 

Each volume is furnished with its own 
table of contents. 

Indexes to titles, to composers, and to 
first lines which are not identical with 
titles are included at the end of the set. 
There is also an index of titles classified 
by type of song based on historical and 
formal significance. 

A six-volume set containing very much 
the same selections was published by The 
University society in 1918 under the 
title Modern music and musicians for 
vocalists. ‘The present set differs from 
the earlier work, however, by including 
many additions, not of ultramodern 
songs, but of songs that have stood the 
test of at least a little time. The two 
sets also differ in their arrangement. In 
Modern music and musicians for vocal- 
ists, songs were classified in separate 
volumes as Song classics, Modern art 
songs, Sacred songs, Opera and oratorio 
excerpts, Popular ballads, and Old 


favorites and folk songs, without refer- 
ence to voice. This arrangement was 
probably better for general family use, 
but the arrangement of the present 
volumes is much more convenient for the 
singer as it enables him to obtain the set 
suitable for his vocal range. 

The binding is substantial and the 
volumes open well. The printing is 
clear. 

As in the case of the piano collection 
in the same series, the publishers offer 
to fill library orders with volumes in 
reinforced binding and to replace indi- 
vidual volumes at a price proportionate 
to the cost of the set. These privileges 
will be appreciated by librarians. 

In considering for library purchase 
bound volumes of music such as the 
present set, regard must be had to the 
general excellence of the material, to 
the probable popularity and usableness 
of the collection, and to the perhaps de- 
sirable duplication of music already on 
the shelves. One must also consider the 
cost or feasibility of acquiring the same 
selections in other form. If many of the 
numbers can be had otherwise only as 
sheet music, a good anthology is likely 
to be actually much cheaper besides be- 
ing much less troublesome to handle. 

The International library of music, 
vocal series, is recommended for ama- 
teurs, professional singers, teachers of 
voice, homes and libraries. 


Lives of game animals, by Ernest 
Thompson Seton. 4v. Garden City, 


Doubleday, Doran & co. 

c1909-28. $20. 

This is an exact reprint, so far as text 
is concerned, of the eight-volume edition, 


[1937] 
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reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1930, which sold at $40. All 
the illustrations used in the more expen- 
sive set are included in the reprint edition 
with the exception of four fine sepia 
prints which were used as frontispieces 
in the earlier edition. Their places are 
taken by half-tone plates formerly in 
the body of the work. The remaining 
plates are printed on both sides of the 
page instead of on one side as in the 
original edition. As a result of the rear- 
rangement of the plates they do not al- 
ways appear in consecutive order; as for 
example, in volume one, plate 10 appears 
on page 86 and plate 12 on page 54. The 
illustration for one animal will occasion- 
ally be found in the section dealing with 
another; for example, the plates on 
ocelots appear in the section on eyra. 
However, the page numbers given in the 
list of plates and in the index are cor- 
rect for the new set. The black-and- 
white drawings are not always so clearly 
printed. 

The paper used in the reprint edition 
is satisfactory, although thinner than in 
the original set. The binding is an 
imitation leather of rather light weight. 

Many libraries which were not able 
to afford the more expensive set will 
welcome the reprint edition of this valu- 
able contribution in the field of natural 
history. 

Recommended. 


Manners and customs of mankind; 
an entirely new pictorial work . . . de- 
scribing the most fascinating side of 
human life; ed. by J. A. Hammerton. 


4v. 28 cm. London, Amalgamated 
press, Itd.; N.Y., Wm. H. Wise and 


_ 


co. [1931, 1936] 1356p. illus. pl. cloth 

$14.85; artcraft $17.60. 

No indication of the publication date 
of this set is given in the set itself, but 
it was ascertained from other sources 
that it was published originally in Eng- 
land in 1931 and appeared serially in 
about thirty fortnightly parts. The 
American edition was published in 1936, 
with no mention of any changes having 
been made. 

The editor, Sir John A. Hammerton, 
has compiled several works of reference, 
among them, Peoples of all nations (listed 
in Mudge’s Guide to reference books, 
1936), Wonders of animal life (reviewed 
in Subscription Books Bulletin, April 
1934) and Harmsworth’s universal en- 
cyclopedia (reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, April 1931). 

The editorial foreword claims that 
“Nothing that appeared in Peoples of all 
nations, literary or pictorial, finds a place 
in Manners and customs of mankind, 
which is quite distinct in character and 
treatment from the earlier work, to which 
it may be accepted as complementary... . 
We survey the whole world, civilized 
and savage, concentrating our attention 
upon the customs and beliefs of social 
humanity, and seek by comparative study 
to relate to each other the habits and ob- 
servances of the most diverse peoples in 
widely distant regions of the world. . . . 
First and last our interest concentrates 
on the existing customs of living races, 
the historic and the traditional being only 
incidental to our studies.” 

This is essentially a pictorial work, 
with the illustrations comprising the 
major portion of the set. According to 
the publishers, there are over 1,500 photo- 
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graphic illustrations and 27 plates in 
color. The half-tone reproductions vary 
somewhat in clearness and general char- 
acter, but on the whole, while interesting 
as to subject, they appear rather “muddy” 
and of inferior quality. Most of the 
color plates are good. The illustrations 
are in almost every case accompanied not 
only by a caption title, but also by a full 
descriptive note which adds to their value 
and interest. 

No list of contributors is given, and 
few authorities are cited. The intro- 
ductory chapter, “On the variety of hu- 
man manners and customs,” is written by 
R. R. Marett, an English anthropologist 
of some note. Credit is given to Tassilo 
Adam, one-time Ethnographer to the 
Government of the Dutch East Indies, 
for the material on Javanese dancers, and 
to Bronislaw Malinowski for a chapter 
based on his book, The sexual life of 
savages. In addition there are very oc- 


casional, and usually quite indefinite, 
references in the text, such as “Mariner 
says,” “according to C. G. Seligman” and 


“according to Frazer.” The editor de- 
fends the apparent lack of authorities 
by saying in his foreword, “It has been 
thought that a work more closely knit 
and homogeneous would result from the 
judicious collaboration of various expert 
writers instead of their acting as isolated 
contributors.” For a work of this kind, 
bibliographies or lists of authorities con- 
sulted would have been very helpful to 
guide the searcher to further material, 
and the lack of such references seriously 
detracts from the value of the set for 
reference use. 

The work consists of a series of short 
chapters on the various customs, cere- 


monies, traditions, sports, superstitions 
and beliefs of people throughout the 
world. There are, for example, chapters 
on “The surviving customs of spring- 
tide,” “(Ceremonial use of effigies,” “Tree 
and platform burial,” “The mascot or 
luck-bringer,” “The veil and its signifi- 
cance,” “Beliefs and superstitions of the 
sea,” “Why we touch wood and cold 
iron,” “Tattooing and its significance,” 
“Animal dances of the East,” “Curious 
customs of famous cities,” ‘North 
African marriage ceremonies.” ‘They 
are arranged in no apparent order, 
and various aspects of the same subject 
are described in widely separated chap- 
ters. For example, there are several 
chapters on the dance, such as “Animal 
dances of the East,” “Ballet in modern 
Europe,” “European national dances,” 
“The dance in tribal life,” all widely 
separated. 

There is, however, at the end of vol- 
ume four, a classified index to chapter 
titles which brings together under large 
headings related subjects. Examples of 
headings used are Agricultural customs, 
The dance, Death and the disposal of 
the dead, Etiquette and conventions, 
Fetish and Fetish worship, Folklore, 
Magic, Marriage, Religion and religious 
customs, Seasonal customs. 

Following the classified index is the 
General index which “is designed to give 
detailed reference to the chapters and 
the illustrations.” Individual customs, 
names of countries, localities, tribes and 
peoples are brought out in some detail. 
Illustrations are indicated by the use of 
italic type for the page references. The 
index does not follow good modern in- 
dexing practice regarding uniform sub- 
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ject headings, subheadings, etc. Some of 
the index entries are composed of the 
chapter titles, inverted or otherwise. For 
example, the chapter entitled “Hunting 
the tame and the wild,” is indexed under 
the title as it stands and also “Tame 
and the wild, Hunting the,” and “Wild, 
Hunting the tame and the.” In spite of 
its many defects, however, the index does 
bring to light considerable material that 
is more or less obscure. 

The set is paged continuously, and the 
references in the index are to pages only 
and not to volumes. It would have added 
much to the ease of consultation if the 
pages included had been indicated on the 
backs of the individual volumes. 

Throughout the set references are 
made to customs found in many obscure 
places, tribes, etc., without sufficient in- 
dication of their location. In the case 
of some of the customs described, the 
text seems quite inadequate and super- 
ficial, covering certain phases or localities 
only, and those very briefly. In the 
chapter, “Popular customs of Eastertide,” 
mention is made of the part played by 
eggs in Easter celebrations in England 
and Germany, but nothing is included on 
similar celebrations in this country, e.g., 
egg rolling on the White House lawn. 

It would seem at times that the present 
tense is used indiscriminately and that in- 
formation has been taken from older 
sources without revision. For example, 
we find the statement, “The common 
method of sepulture among the Indians 
in Oregon and Washington Territory is 
by placing the body in a canoe.” Oregon 
Territory became a state in 1859; Wash- 
ington in 1889, and Indians do not now 
use canoes for sepulture there. 


Qeeen 


In general the material on the United 
States seems less satisfactory than that 
on European countries and on the British 
empire. A surprisingly inaccurate state- 
ment was noted on page 738 which says, 
“In the United States there are no 
gypsies, but there are outside many towns 
tramps’ camps... .” 

Articles are written from a British 
viewpoint, with British terminology and 
spelling. We find mention of Candlemas 
day weather prophecies, but none of the 
ground hog. 

The cloth binding seems too light 
weight to withstand much hard wear. 
The pages have wide margins and lie 
flat when opened. The paper seems of 
fair quality, but of an unpleasing grayish 
cast which gives it a rather cheap appear- 
ance. The type, for the most part, is 
clear but is slightly blurred and broken 
in places. 

On the whole, the set contains consid- 
erable material of interest and popular 
appeal on manners and customs of people 
in various parts of the globe, but it cannot 
be said to treat comprehensively or scien- 
tifically the various subjects covered. 

Because of the defects pointed out, the 
work cannot be recommended as satis- 
factory. In view of the scarcity of ade- 
quate popular material on these subjects, 
however, public libraries which have a 
definite call for such information and can 
afford the rather high price, may consider 
its addition advisable. 


Men of Hawaii; a biographical record 
of men of substantial achievement in 
the Hawaiian islands. v. V, rev., 
ed. by George F. Nellist. 24 cm. 
Honolulu, Hawaii, The Honolulu 
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Star-Bulletin, Itd., 1935. c1936. 496p. 
ports. half leather $25. 


“This edition of Men of Hawaii is 
the fifth volume of biographical records 
in the regular series which has been pub- 
lished, beginning in 1917, by the Hono- 
lulu Star-Bulletin. The purpose of 
these works is to make available for the 
present, and to preserve for the future, 
the records of leaders in various fields 
of endeavor in the Hawaiian 
Islands. . . . The first edition was 
published in 1917, the second in 1921, 
the third in 1925, titled Builders of 
Hawaii because of its historical contents, 
and the fourth in 1930.”—Foreword. 

The volume under review was the 
only one in this series available for ex- 
amination. It is prefaced by a brief 
historical account of the Hawaiian 
islands, together with a chronological 
table of events in Hawaiian history and 
miscellaneous tabulated information con- 
cerning native rulers, governors, popula- 
tion, public school enrolment, raw sugar 
and canned pineapple production, in- 
ternal revenue and customs receipts, and 
deposits in territorial banks. 

The main part of the volume is com- 
posed of approximately 600 biograph- 
ical sketches, alphabetically arranged, of 
“men who have contributed to the up- 
building and progressive development of 
the territory of Hawaii.” ‘Though ap- 
parently intended as a record of con- 
temporary biography, the volume does 
contain the sketch of at least one person 
who is no longer living (John Hind, 
p.229). 

The information given is of the who’s 
who type, but written in an informal and 
often laudatory style with little or no 


apparent effort at condensation. Seem- 
ingly unimportant details are stressed at 
times, while information ordinarily 
found in works of this kind, such as 
street addresses and titles of books writ- 
ten by the biographee, is often lacking. 

On comparing biographies given in 
both Men of Hawaii and Who’s who 
in America we find that in the case of 
persons of distinction the information in 
the former is sometimes less complete 
than that in the latter. On the other 
hand, Men of Hawaii supplies additional 
facts about the less distinguished, such as 
genealogical information, business con- 
nections and names of children. 

In the geographical index to Who’s 
who in America, 73 names are listed in 
the Hawaii section, 30 of which do not 
appear in Men of Hawaii, and in the 
similar section in America’s young men, 
12 names are listed, 10 of which are not 
given in Men of Hawaii. Some persons 
closely identified with public or civic 
life in Hawaii are not included in the 
latter work. No basis of selection is 
indicated, excepting as already quoted 
from the foreword. It may be that 
these names may be found in other 
volumes of the series which were not 
available for examination. 

An undue amount of space appears to 
be devoted to portraits, since out of a 
total of 496 pages, 170 are given over 
to portraits. They are not arranged in 
strict alphabetical order and are often 
widely separated from the respective 
biographical sketches. They are brought 
out, however, under the individual's 
name in the index. 

The type is very clear and readable, 
the paper of good quality and highly 
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calendered, and the half-leather binding 
satisfactory. 

The volume would doubtless be useful 
in large libraries and in others compara- 
tively near the Hawaiian islands. How- 
ever, the price seems excessive for a 
one-volume work of this character and 
probably prohibitive for all but the larger 
libraries having a special need for this 
material, 

Within the limitations stated above, it 
is recommended where price need not 
be considered. 


Natural history index-guide: index to 
the books in libraries; guide to things 
natural in the field . . . Brent Alt- 
sheler, compiler . . . Louisville, Ky., 
Natural history publishing co., 1936. 
3llp. Sold on service basis. Max- 
imum price $100. 

The title page further characterizes 
this volume: “Where and how to find 
the most important objects of natural 
interest in all countries as described in 
the leading books by the popular authors 
and well-known explorers of various 
A super-index to 2,000 
books printed in English. An introduc- 
tion to natural history.” 

Contents are divided into ten main 
sections as follows: 1, Authors or 
authorities, subdivided into Bibliography 
—Key-books, Authorities on authorities, 
Star (*) books, New books; 2, Zoology 
—Biology, subdivided into Mammals, 
Birds, Fish, Snakes and reptiles, Insects 
—pests ; 3, Geography—Zoography, sub- 
divided into Africa, Asia, North America, 
South America, Australia—Australasia, 
Europe, Islands of the ocean; 4, Trees— 
Botany; 5, Anthropology; 6, Food and 


nationalities. 


Gin 


drink; 7, Hygiene; 8, Meteorology; 9, 
Geology; 10, Equipment. Material in 
sections 6, 7, and 10 is limited to ob- 
servations on these subjects to be found 
in books of travel and exploration. “Star 
books” are those which should be con- 
sidered first “by reason of a plurality of 
references rather than preference of au- 
thority.” 

The main part of section 1 consists of 
a list, alphabetical by author, of 2,000 
“key-books,” not to be confused, however, 
with the term “key” as generally under- 
stood by the scientist. In their selection 
“preference has been given to ‘contact’ 
authors, field-naturalists, explorers, hunt- 
ers, travelers and scientists... .” The 
emphasis on “popular” authors possibly 
accounts for the exclusion of many stand- 
ard scientific authorities, such as E.D. 
Cope on the Crocodilians, lizards and 
snakes of North America. The princi- 
ples governing the choice of particular 
writers within the stated category are 
not clear, nor are the reasons for includ- 
ing certain of their individual works in 
preference to others, as in the case of 
John Burroughs, who is represented by 
but four titles. There is a surprisingly 
large proportion of older works included, 
some of them quite obscure and unlikely 
to be in many libraries, while many titles 
likely to be in most libraries are not 
listed. For example, in the section, Zo- 
ology, only 32 out of the 183 titles in- 
cluded in the Standard catalog for public 
libraries are to be found in the Index- 
guide. Likewise, of the 60 titles in this 
class in Shaw’s List of books for college 
libraries only 13 are included in the 
Index-guide. Comparing the titles on 
travel in Africa, of the 78 titles in the 
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Standard catalog, 27 are indexed in the 
Index-guide. Well-known authors like 
Fabre, Maeterlinck and Muir are 
omitted. 

Bibliographical data supplied for most 
entries include publisher, place of publi- 
cation, and date. These vary in complete- 
ness and accuracy. Titles frequently are 
annotated, but in some cases the annota- 
tions seem quite irrelevant. 

In sections 2-10, the books listed in 
section | are indexed under subjects with- 
in the classifications indicated by the table 
of contents. References are to author 
only, individual titles of an author being 
distinguished by (a), (b), etc. To find 


the title, one must turn to the list of 
“key-books.”’ Specific references to page 
or chapter are rarely given. 

Subjects are arranged apparently with- 
out regard to their proper scientific order, 
e.g., fish before snakes and reptiles; and 
no due proportion seems to have been ob- 


served in allotting space to the various 
topics; e.g., 30 pages are given to mam- 
mals, 2%4 to insects, 10 to Africa, and 
2% to Europe. 

Mammals, birds, fish, are entered 
under their common names, followed by 
the scientific forms. The latter show 
many examples of inexactness. For in- 
stance, the musk ox is designated Ovibos 
moschatus moschatus, a name which 
actually applies specifically to the barren 
ground variety. Nomenclature for 
snakes, which has changed greatly during 
recent years, is not up-to-date; the cop- 
perhead snake here referred to as An- 
cistrodon contortrix is now known as 
A gkistrodon mokasen. 

Lists within the different classes are 
far from comprehensive. A note pref- 


acing the Mammals section calls atten- 
tion to the exclusion of many smaller 
animals, and other sections seem even less 
complete. 

Unnecessary duplication of entries is 
frequent. For instance, references appear 
under both Quail and Bob-white, and 
under both Duck, Mallard and Mallard 
duck. In both cases, some but not all 
references are to the same books. In the 
Equipment section the entry Wourall 
poison duplicates that under Wourahli 
(another form of the name) in the Food 
and drink section. 

Among the more obvious errors in the 
volume are the inclusion of scorpions 
among snakes and reptiles, and in the 
citation, p.13, to Baker’s Cyprus as I saw 
it as Cypress as I saw it. Numerous other 
errors, possibly typographical, were 
noted, chiefly in the spelling and capital- 
ization of Latin names. 

Frequently cross references indicate 
entries which actually are not used; e.g., 
the reference from Crocodile, in the 
Mammals section, to Serpent, should be 
to Snakes and reptiles, and “Mirror” 
carp and Indian ocean, referred to from 
Carp, King, and Zanzibar respectively, 
cannot be found. 

The possible usefulness of the Guide 
in spite of such flaws, however, is chiefly 
precluded by the lack of page citations. 
Under the heading Longevity, for ex- 
ample, two of the starred references are 
to the Dictionary of national biography 
and the Dictionary of American biog- 
raphy, both of which are described by 
the compiler as containing biographies of 
men and women “whose recorded life- 
spans are referred to on the subject of 
longevity.” There is no clue as to which 


— 
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of the biographies afford examples of 
this particular characteristic. 

The accuracy of page references, in 
the exceptional cases where they are given, 
cannot always be depended upon. For 
instance, Wrangell’s Narrative of an 
expedition to the Polar sea, p.62, referred 
to in the Guide under Beaver, contains 
no mention of the animal. 

The indexing is in general extremely 
uneven, some references being made to 
subjects which are but briefly mentioned 
and hardly worth investigating, whereas 
entire chapters in other works have been 
overlooked. For instance, there are ref- 
erences under the headings Elk, Squirrels, 
Reindeer, and Bear, Indian, to the fol- 
lowing sentence in Wrangell, p.62: 
“Elks, black bears, foxes, sables, gray 
squirrels, and countless herds of rein- 
deer, fill the upland forests, while stone 
foxes and wolves roam over the low 
grounds.” On the other hand, Mrs. 
Akeley’s Jungle portraits, though in- 
dexed under a number of entries, is not 
referred to under pygmies, flamingoes, 
or crocodiles, to each of which subjects 
it devotes a chapter. Under Small-pox 
a reference to Lumholtz’s Among can- 
nibals leads to the mere statement, 
p.182, that “Small pox has also been 
known among the Australian natives, 
for example, near Murrumbidgee in 
New South Wales, as reported by 
Beveridge.” In the same volume an 
article of some length on snakes as food, 
p.293-98, has failed of inclusion in the 
Guide, which indexes under that heading 
only one article, of less than a page, in 
Yule’s Cathay and the way thither. 

The Natural history index-guide is 
well printed and bound in characteristic 


a 


style by the H. W. Wilson company. It 
is supplemented by a seven-page mono- 
graph on the clouded leopard and the 
marbled cat, prepared by the same com- 
piler. 

The selection and treatment of ma- 
terial in the Guide do not give evidence 
of a sufficiently well thought out, scientific 
plan and method for a work so ambitious 
in scope. Statedly an index of “popular” 
authors and therefore not primarily for 
the scientist, it is rendered, by such short- 
comings as those mentioned, equally un- 
satisfactory as a tool for general reference 
work in libraries. It is not recommended. 


The Official who’s who in Michigan, 
1936 edition; ed. by Herbert S. Case. 
Munising, Who’s who in Michigan, 
c1936. 467p. blue cloth $10. 10% dis- 
count to libraries. 

This book is the first volume of a con- 
temporary biographical dictionary of the 
state of Michigan. 

The preface states: “This is not a 
‘blue book’ to register social position. It 
is a book to record permanently on the 
printed page the biographies and accom- 
plishments of those men and women who 
have so definitely contributed to this 
State’s progress. Eligibility for inclusion 
in this book has been very strict. It has 
been impossible for anyone to purchase 
a listing and none appear herein except by 
invitation and recommendation.” Ac- 
cording to the publisher’s announcement, 
inclusion has been on nominations made 
by prominent citizens and local and state- 
wide civic, commercial, fraternal and 
other organizations. 

Information given for each individual 
usually includes occupation, business and 
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home address, place and date of birth, 
parents, to whom married, children, du- 
cation with the names of the schools at- 
tended and college degrees and dates 
when granted, fraternities or sororities, 
various positions held, with dates, titles 
of publications with dates, club member- 
ships and church and political affiliations. 

The arrangement of the book is alpha- 
betical. There is a geographical index 
at the back which lists the names by city 
or town. 

In the Da section of the alphabet of 
Who’s who in Michigan, there are 28 
names which are not in Who’s who in 
America and only 7 names which are in- 
cluded in both books. Comparing the 
geographical index for the cities of Addi- 
son through Ann Arbor, we find 174 
names in Who’s who in Michigan which 
are not in Who’s who in America, 145 
names which appear in both volumes, and 
25 names which are in Who’s who in 
America which are not in Who’s who in 
Michigan. 

There are certain surprising omissions 
in Who’s who in Michigan. Among the 
well-known persons identified with 
Michigan whose biographies are lacking 
are Henry Moore Bates, professor of law 
and Dean of the Law school at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, ex-governor Alex- 
ander J. Groesbeck, Edsel Ford and 
Frank Murphy. In the preface, the 
editor concedes that there are some per- 
sons “obviously entitled to a place in this 
compilation” whose names do not appear 
and are “unintentionally omitted.” In 
addition there are “a few ... from 
whom we could not secure the necessary 
cooperation to clearly present their bi- 
ographical data.” 


Several instances of incorrect alpha- 
beting were noted, such as McComb be- 
fore McCall, Peterson before Petersen. 

The type and paper are satisfactory. 
The inside margins are rather narrow 
and the volume does not seem particu- 
larly well made. 

This book will be used mostly by li- 
braries in the state of Michigan and the 
neighboring states. For public libraries 


and others needing large collections of 
biographical encyclopedias we recom- 
mend purchase of this regional contem- 
porary biography. 


PRICE REDUCTION 


Animals of America; mammals of 
America: technical editor, H. E. 
Anthony, managing editor, J. Walker 
McSpadden, has been issued in an attrac- 
tive reprint edition, substantially bound 
in buckram, by the Garden City publish- 
ing company, at $1.59. This volume orig- 
inally appeared as volume 4 of Nature 
lovers library, which was published by 
the University society in 1917 at $5.75 
per volume, and was reviewed in Sub- 


scription Books Bulletin, July 1931, p.44. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library A ssocia- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal wote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. ‘Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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